





THE 2018 HOLIDAY
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PURIM IS OFTEN CALLED THE JEWISH CARNIVAL OR THE FEAST OF LOTS. PURIM IS A JOYOUS
HOLIDAY THAT REFLECTS ON THE SAVING OF JEWS FROM A THREATENED MASSACRE DURING THE
PERSIAN PERIOD (539-330 BCE). THE HOLIDAY CELEBRATES THE STORY OF ESTHER - A STORY
THAT IS ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY.

! OBSERVANCES
; Celebrate by letting loose and having fun, and focus on four special mitzvot (good deeds):
| 1. HEAR THE MEGILLAH: Listen to the whole megillah, ak.a. “The Book of Esther,” which
tells the Purim story. Esther’s heroism plays the leading role in saving her Jewish people.
2. GIVE TO THE NEEDY: A primary theme of Purim is Jewish unity. Haman, the Persian
king's prime minister, plotted to exterminate all of the Jews in Persia. Since all Jews were
in danger together, Jews celebrate together, too. So on Purim day, special emphasis is
placed on caring for the less fortunate.
3. SEND FOOD GIFTS TO FRIENDS (MISHLOACH MANOT): On Purim, we emphasize the
importance of friendship and community by sending gifts of food to friends. Many times

v CUSTOMS

* HAMANTASCHEN
Triangle cookies
made in a variety
of flavors, including
apricot, prune, strawberry,
chocolate, poppyseed and more.

* COSTUMES
While it is traditional to

masquerade as characters

these baskets or boxes include hamantaschen, a Purim favorite.
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4. FEAST! On Purim day, gather family and friends to celebrate with a festive Purim meal.

from The Story of Esther,
there is no right or wrong costume.

FEBRUARY 28

PURIM CELEBRATION AT TEMPLE BETH-EL
5.45PM - 7:45PM
Haman's happy hour, dinner, and shpiel

210-733-9135

THURSDAY, MARCH 1

PURIM EXTRAVAGANZA AT RODFEI SHOLOM
5PM - 7TPM
A spirited Megillah reading, followed by
the congregation’s annual celebration.

(210) 493-3558

SATURDAY, MARCH 3

PURIM BALL AT AGUDAS ACHIM
7:.30PM - 11:30PM

Champagne and glamour at a Hollywood-
style party. Enjoy dinner, entertainment,

cocktails, and a silent auction

rsvp@agudas-achim.org
(210) 479-0307

SENIOR-FRIENDLY PURIM CELEBRATIONS IN OUR COMMUNITY

MARCH 9
YAD B'YAD INTERGENERATIONAL PROGRAM
CELEBRATES WITH SENIORS AT ADANTE

10:30AM - 11:15AM

Heintz Preschoolers from Congregation
Agudas Achim visit Adante Senior Living

for Purim-themed activities.

Purim events at Chabad Center for Jewish Life & Learning were not available

at time of printing. for their events, please

call Chabad directly at (210) 764-0300.

s Need a ride to a Jewish event? (210) 616-4811

Franklin Park, from page 1

Living program SAJSS Presents, and watch
films shown by SAJSS Connections Facilita-
tor, Mindi Silver-Weiss.

"After a well-attended Hanukkah party held
at Franklin Park recently in December, we are
very excited to continue a relationship with

residents there," said Lauren Sandoval,
SAJSS staff member. "We are eager to reach
new Jewish seniors through this program
and other services we provide, such as
transportation."

Additionally, SAJSS is working with San
Antonio clergy to schedule Shabbat services
for seniors at Franklin Park beginning this

month. Hazzan Lipton from Agudas Achim will
lead the first service beginning February 16
at 2PM in the chapel on the Ist floor. All are
welcome to attend these events. No RSVP
needed.

For film schedules or questions, call (210)
616-4811 or email laurens@sajss.com.






